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NEWS RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT:
Peter Russell, 383-6718 (wk) or
Cynthia Smidt, 317-3150 (wk)

Bend, Oregon April 22, 2008

Proper Irrigation Calibration Important This Time o f Year

As spring comes around Central Oregon, irrigation systems amedtlrack on and
planted areas start growing again. The Deschutes County Bieyae Pedestrian
Advisory Committee advises the re-calibration of irrigation esyst to ensure proper
coverage over planted areas at this time of year.

Systems not properly calibrated can cause overspray adjacent sidewalks and streets.
Early and late in the season, these wet areasugaimnto ice and be quite slick during the
early morning hours.

This time last year, at least two reported accidents occurrBgschutes County on icy
sidewalks and streets. In one recent incident, the street wasedowerirrigation
overspray water that had become ice and a cyclist took a spileostteet and was
hospitalized. Another incident involved a pedestrian who slipped on an ieyadikdand
also required medical treatment.

Although people need to be cautious of slippery surfaces when walkingyofiry in
the winter, the situation changes in the spring. The walker orstyginply does not
expect to encounter ice on their path of travel in the spring. Theseaas have been
created unnecessarily by landscape irrigation overspray and nfyeemrernight
temperatures.

While these incidents are not common, they may be preventable withratb@pdrom
the landscape contractor industry. Please test all systemsistoeethat adjacent
walkways and roadways are not being irrigated. Overspray crea&sgerous condition
that simply does not need to exist.

The Deschutes County Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committea Gounty
appointed committee that works to promote and encourage safe biamtingalking as
a significant means of transportation Deschutes County.

For more information, please call the Deschutes County Communityldpevent
Department at 317-3150

Deschutes County Government provides for the safety, security and health of DeSdwig/'s
160,000 citizens through public safety, human services, adult parole & probation, juvertie justi
and many other valuable public services. For more information, pleasevaovtdeschutes.org




